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Masters tough terrain effortlessly 
The Gerken WT 1000 successfully completes its first job 
 
A WT 1000 manufactured by WUMAG PALFINGER was presented to the Gerken Access Platform 
Rental Company at the BAUMA in Munich on April 19, 2010. The huge, new all-terrain access 
platform, known at Gerken as GL 103, ranks as one of the largest access platforms in the world and 
will now be called to duty whenever tough terrain proves too much for Gerken’s two other 100-meter 
platforms. 
 
A week before the BAUMA the WT 1000 proved it has the right stuff during its spectacular 
maintenance work on a wind turbine near Eschweiler, Germany. Following heavy rainfalls, the path 
leading to the wind park became soggy and impassable for normal truck-mounted access platforms. 
“Normally, we wouldn’t have been able to carry out the job. It would’ve taken a few days before we 
could’ve reached the turbine with heavy machinery,” stated Christian Gerken, president and owner of 
the Gerken Access Platform Rental Company. “Luckily our employees had basically already finished 
getting the GL 103 ready for the trade show, and so we were able to put the new unit to work at the 
spur of the moment,” Christian Gerken explained.  
 
And work it did! Mounted on an all-terrain chassis by Tadano Faun, the WT 1000 met the challenge 
with ease. The combination of four driven axles, an eight-wheel drive, and 530 horsepower made for 
fast and safe headway on the slippery ground in spite of a total weight of 60 tons. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Once at the job site, the access platform’s exceptional technical data also earned a thumbs up. 
With a working height of 102.5 meters and a lateral outreach of 36 meters, nearly all parts of the 
gigantic wind turbine could be reached without moving the vehicle. In addition, the WT 1000 has 
an integrated Triax cable and a maximum workman basket load of 530 kg, enabling TV coverage 
at a height of 102.5 meters. With a lowered chassis the WT 1000 can pass through overhead 
clearance of 3.92 meters. And even steep slopes measuring up to 7° aren’t a problem – thanks to 
the distinctly elevated cab unit. 
 
With the new WT 1000 Gerken now has three truck-mounted platforms in the 100-meter class, 
making the company the world-leader. Due to its all-terrain mobility and capability of working on 
any job, the new platform can be put to a wide range of uses. “Our customers are definitely going 
to take advantage of the new unit’s potential and especially its all-terrain capabilities,” states 
Christian Gerken, who is already looking forward to the many spectacular jobs the new red giant 
will tackle.  
 

 

  


