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“There’s no getting around a loading crane” 
BKL Construction Cranes Logistics relies on proven PALFINGER technology 
 
“Crane rental”. There’s a lot more to this service than the usual procedure of renting construction 
equipment. A team of technically knowledgeable specialists is required that completely masters the 
logistics, traffic control issues, and planning at construction sites. One of the few pros that 
successfully operates Germany-wide in this business is BKL Construction Cranes Logistics, 
headquartered in Forstinning, just outside of Munich. 
  
Since 1969 BKL has concentrated on upper and lower rotation tower cranes built by Liebherr. So it 
shouldn’t come as a big surprise that the company also happens to be an authorized Liebherr dealer 
in the rotation tower crane sector. Its current stock of construction cranes runs to 200 units, 
comprised of 80 lower rotation tower cranes and 120 upper rotation tower cranes. BKL even has a 
powerful fleet of 28 Liebherr mobile cranes within the performance range of 30 to 400 tons. Closely 
related to the construction crane rental business is a separate, powerful fleet of 15 MAN trucks that 
operate with the latest trailer technologies. Seven of the trucks are mounted with PALFINGER 
loading cranes from the series PK 27002, 42502 and (most recently) a PK 100002. 
 
 
Convincing technology and performance for over a decade 
 
“In spite of the many mobile cranes, there’s just no getting around a knuckle boom loading crane,” 
states Reinhard Eschenbach, the director of technical sales who has been with the company from the 
very beginning. He gives a clear answer when asked why he has ordered a total of 10 PALFINGER 
loading cranes over the years. “I ordered the first PALFINGER crane about 13 years ago because I 
was impressed by its technology and performance. In the meantime I know from practical experience 
that PALFINGER products are also unbeatable in terms of workmanship and reliability.” BKL bought 
4 new PALFINGER cranes in just the last year, including a PK 100002 with assembly basket, fly-jib, 
and heavy-load jib. The cranes are mainly needed for the assembly of lower rotation tower cranes in 
order to lift the weighty cranes, but also for container transportation and for lifting steel beams in the 
construction of factory buildings. Upon request, PALFINGER loading cranes are also rented – “… but 
only together with an operator,” adds Christian Ertl, BKL fleet manager and dispatcher.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The many advantages of knuckle boom loading cranes 
 
In his opinion, what are the strengths of knuckle boom loading cranes compared to mobile 
cranes? “The main points are that loading cranes require fewer permits, are able to get closer to 
the construction site, and do not require extensive road closings even when working in inner 
cities. We recently had a construction site where the PALFINGER crane could be positioned in a 
parking space with point support. On the working side it was supported on the sidewalk. Since its 
slewing area is considerably smaller than a mobile crane’s, we were able to complete the work 
without any big road closings or barriers to the flow of traffic.” 
 
Competent partners the decisive factor in meeting deadlines 
 
Once a year BKL sends its two mechanics to PALFINGER Germany in Ainring for crane operator 
training. The company also maintains a small stock of working parts in order to keep downtime 
as short as possible. “Downtime” is a word that never crosses Reinhard Eschenbach’s lips, at 
least regarding workload and tight scheduling. “For us, working closely with competent partners 
is really the indispensable component for our company’s smooth operations. That’s why we only 
have MAN trucks and PALFINGER cranes in our fleet. The vehicle body construction company 
Weinmann – a specialist for PALFINGER equipment – and the truck repair company Sedlmeier 
are both located in Feldkirchen near Munich, right outside our door. And we can reach them 24/7 
in case of an emergency.” 
 
 
 

 


