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Confident in Red 

 

The new Hyundai headquarters for Europe in Offenbach, Germany, a five-storey office building, supplemented 
by a two-storey exhibition wing with an elliptical layout, was built by Züblin AG in just 11 months. 
“The interior work is progressing at full pace. The long winter made the already tight schedule even tighter.” 
Mike Heitmann, construction manager of Becker & Söhne Bau GmbH from Berlin, is urgently waiting for the 
delivery of altogether 45 tonnes of natural stone slabs and staircase components. In advance he had to clarify 
the transport question, the distribution of the material to the individual floors: “I was looking for a way of 
distributing the 19 slabs, each weighing about 1.5 tonnes, to the various stories placing them securely in the 
building resting them on the concrete ceiling. This has to be done through openings of just 3 metres (9.8 ft) 
wide and 18 metres (59 ft) high. After studying various crane load chart diagrams and the access possibilities, 
I came to the conclusion that there was only one possible solution: we would need a mobile knuckle-boom 
crane with enough lifting capacity.” The right service provider for such special tasks in the Rhine-Main area 
was quickly found: Kranservice Meister GmbH based in Dieburg could provide a PK 100002 Performance as 
the ideal solution for this difficult job! “This is a task in which the crane can really exploit all its equipment 
features, its flexibility and its advantages over a mobile crane,” explains Carsten Hampe, truck driver and 
crane operator in one. “This begins as soon as I start the engine. Being able to travel at 80 km/h (50 m/hr) I 
am quicker on the road than a comparable 35-tonner, which cannot exceed 62 km/h (38 m/hr). What’s more, I 
can set up the crane much more quickly and find the right place to work from more easily – everything is 
simply lighter.” 
However, the PK 100002 Performance really shows its superiority when the work starts. Among other things, it 
is equipped as standard with an endless slewing mechanism which ensures an unrestricted radius of action. 
With the POWER LINK PLUS system, the above-horizontal knuckle boom, the crane additionally gains 
flexibility and manoeuvrability. The PK 100002 Performance places the heavy slabs inside the building exactly 
where they are needed. A task which would not be possible with a rigid crane boom and load gear in this form. 
Here too the AOS Active Oscillation Suppression system from PALFINGER proves its worth as it reduces the 
crane’s oscillations and makes it possible to place the slabs down quickly without any adjustments. The job is 
also made easier by the load sensing system which ensures particularly sensitive control of the crane 
functions. 
 

 
 


